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Inside this issue: 

We now have a Suggestion and Comment Box! 
It’s right  inside the front door. Anyone is free 
to give feedback. Please, come and help us 
make our school more awesome, , tell us your 
questions, comments, and/or concerns. We ap-
preciate your help! 

Attention Parents, 
 Please advise your students that the 
Hat Parade Hats need to be picked up 
no later than Friday, February 8th.  All 
Left over hats will be thrown away! 

Honor Roll Assembly  

February 4th 

0810—5th Grade 

0900—6th Grade 

1345—4th Grade 

Special Days 

February 4 Honor roll assembly 

February 6 New  Date For 3rd Grade 
STEM 

February 8 4-6 grade School Dance  

February 13 NAEP for 4th Grade 

February 14 5th Grade Parent Coffee 

February 15  Early Release at 11:00 

February 21 STEM Night  2nd grade 

February 22 PTA International Festival 

Star Lab is back! 
Beginning February 7th and throughout the month, the mobile planetarium 
will be set up in our front atrium for class visits and lessons.  Just as we did 
last year, we would like to invite family and community members to come 
and participate in a lesson as well.  There will be 4 nights, 2 sessions each 
night, and sessions lasting approximately 30 minutes each.  The dates for 
these family sessions will be February 11th, 12th, 19th, and 20th.  If you are 
interested in attending one of these evening sessions, please contact the 
school and let us know.  We look forward to star gazing with you!  
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♥The Valentines ’  Day DANCE!♥ 

     As a part of our efforts to provide safe, 
supervised activities for students and ad-
dress the social/emotional needs of these 
students, our NES Student Council has 
organized a Valentine’s Day dance for 
students in grades 4-6.  This event is not 
designed to encourage dates or the sug-
gestion of romantic relationships.  This 
event is designed to promote socializa-
tion, friendships, and good will among 
students.  In addition, our PE department 

has incorporated the DoDEA physical education standards that 
focus on fitness and movement.  This department has been 
teaching the students group dances such as the Chicken dance, 
the Electric Slide, and the Cha-Cha Slide.  There will be no slow 
tempo music. The music will be upbeat and students will be en-
couraged to participate in line dances. There will be NES Staff 
supervising the event. Finally, NES encourages ALL parents to 
attend, chaperone and dance with their children as well. This 
dance will occur Friday, February 8th from 1700-1900.  Parental 
permission is required for any student who attends. If you have 
any additional questions, please contact the school at 629-4037.  
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2nd grade. These classes are 
in the Sure Start Atrium, so 
come and boogie!!  Please 
fill out the Activity Form 
included in this Edition 

Is your groove on? ‘Cause 
Feb 13th, our dance club 
starts up! It’ll be on 
Wednesdays from 2:45-3:30 
for 3-6th grade, and on Fri-
days at the same time for K-

Just so you know, annual 
maintenance on the play 
ground equipment is be-
ing conducted.  The 
maintenance should be 
done by the end of this 
weekend! 
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From the nurse’s office! 

Please donate your 
gently used children’s 
books…. 

Each year we have a 
book walk at the Dr. 
Seuss’ Birthday 
party.  If you have any 
gently used children’s 

books (PK-6th), please 
drop them off in the 
book drop boxes in 
the front 
atrium.  Thanks for 
your support.  

 

V O L U M E  1  I S S U E  2 0  

PLEASE Donate! ! !  

Donations are needed! 
 It’s the rainy season again, and our students sometimes need to change out of their 
wet clothes. We really need your help! If you have any extra sweat pants you would like to 
donate, please bring them in to the Nurse’s Office.  Ms. Byrnes is running out of clothes for 
students to change into, which is never a good thing!! 

Don’t Forget! 

Dear Families, 

In the last week we have seen several cases of 
lice.  Please, every day check your children’s hair.  If 
your child has lice, please bring him by the Nurse’s 
Office after their treatment.  For more information on 
lice, please go to http://www.cdc.gov/parasites/lice/
head/index.html .  Thanks for your help. 

Dance Club!! For your Information 
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Dates to remember:  
February 13, 2013   NAEP           4th grade  
February 4-8, 2013   National School Counselors’ Week 2013 
March 11-15, 2013   TerraNova   3rd-6th grades 

 
NAEP  
For information regarding NAEP, log onto http://nationsreportcard.gov/parents.asp 
TerraNova 
What is the role of educational assessment in education today? 

As the nation searches for ways to improve student achievement, educators and policy makers continue to evaluate 

and reform their education systems. Educational testing, or assessment, is a key component of all education systems. 

Assessments can be used in schools to monitor educational systems for public accountability; help improve curricula; 

evaluate the effectiveness of teaching and instructional practices; measure student achievement; and determine a stu-

dent's mastery of skills. 

Although educational testing is a complex field, there are several basic principles that provide a foundation for further 

understanding. http://www.ctb.com/ctb.com/control/assessmentBasicsTabAction?p=underAssess 

Bullying vs Teasing  

What is bullying? What can I do as a parent? What is the difference between teasing and bullying?  Questions, 
questions, questions. Please read the attached articles to answer some of your questions. Teasing vs Bullying         
Bullying or Unkind Behavior? How to Know the Difference 

 

Counselors’     Comments 
Dr. Johnson K2, 3 
Mrs. Lucy 3, 46 

 



Continued From Previous Page 
National School Counseling Week 2013, "School Counseling: Liberty and Learning for All," will be celebrated from 
Feb. 4-8, 2013, to focus public attention on the unique contribution of professional school counselors within U.S. school 
systems. National School Counseling Week, sponsored by ASCA, highlights the tremendous impact school counselors can 
have in helping students achieve school success and plan for a career. National School Counseling Week is always cele-
brated the first full week in February. 
 
 
Crisis in the Schools 
 
Children need safe environments if they are to thrive. When that safety is disrupted, for whatever reason, adults need to reassure children that 
they will be protected. Crises can range from school-related incidents to incidents in the community, such as natural disasters, or the world at 
large, such as terrorism or war. 
 
School counselors are a vital part of crisis intervention and can help students understand and recover from the many situations that arise, both 
those inside and outside the school. In my career as a school counselor, I’ve been called on to tell a student about a death in the family, work with 
students after a teacher’s death and help students deal with a suicide at the school as well as a tragic car accident during the school day that 
killed three students. 
 
Your job as a parent is to be well-informed about the school’s crisis intervention plan. One of the first things to expect after a crisis is accurate 
information from the school, such as a letter sent home to keep everyone informed and minimize misinformation. During a crisis children feel a 
loss of control, and they may feel more empowered knowing what has happened. Be honest in your discussions with your children, and let them 
know the basic facts. If you don’t know all the information, simply tell them that not everything is known at this time. 
 
Crisis situations mean uncertainty for parents, who want to know how to help their children cope with their feelings and understand what has hap-
pened. Communication between parents and the school counselor is critical during and after the crisis. Children need caring adults during this 
time to understand them, support them and help them express their feelings. The partnership with parents and the school counselor is an impor-
tant relationship that will provide the necessary foundation to help children recover from a crisis situation. 
 
The school counselor’s role during crisis intervention includes: 
• Providing crisis counseling for students 
• Identifying students who need more intense counseling and post-traumatic intervention for grief/loss 
• Providing information to the media on the incident and the school counselor’s role in supporting to the students 
• Supporting parents, teachers and staff as they provide for the students 
• Stabilizing the school environment, and helping students return to normalcy. 
 
All children react differently to changes, so observe their behavior, and listen to them. Because children often have difficulty expressing their feel-
ings, their grief comes out in their behavior. Their reactions will depend on their emotional development and age, their relationship to the crisis 
event, the information they receive about what has happened and their past experiences. They may be confused and worried about what might 
happen in the future. They may fear that similar events will occur in their own lives. When children have been through a difficult experience, they 
need reassurance. Help your children explore their emotions, and let them know that their feelings are normal. 
 
Some children will want to repeat the story over and over to make sense of what has happened; other children may not talk about the incident at 
all. Younger children may not understand what has happened, especially in the case of death. If the child doesn’t understand, explain as much as 
needed, but don’t pressure the child into understanding. Let your children talk about the crisis as much as they need to share, allowing them to 
express their feelings safely without judgment. 
 
A parent’s most difficult role in this situation is to allow their children to feel pain. We want to spare our children from tragedy; however, we should-
n’t minimize the loss. One of my students was told by her well-meaning parents that she needed to “get over it.” Her reaction was to feel angry 
that her parents did not trust her and resentful that they did not understand how meaningful this was to her. 
 
This may be a stressful time for the family if the child has already experienced the death of someone close. Previous feelings may come back to 
the forefront, and your child may have nightmares. Continue the normal daily routine as much as possible, including a regular bedtime. 
 
Explore different ways to help your children cope with the stress, and, most importantly, practice these coping skills yourself as well. Talking about 
feelings openly, exercising, getting enough sleep, laughing and taking breaks are excellent stress relievers. Limit your children’s television viewing 
if the crisis receives a lot of coverage. 
 
When should you seek help from a professional for your children’s post-crisis behavior? Some aggressive behavior or acting out may be ex-
pected. Parents may see anger and sadness. However, if the behaviors continue and seem to prevent the child from continuing a normal routine 
after a few weeks, professional help may be needed. Your best resource is your child’s school counselor, who can provide additional resources 
for parents and students who are having difficulty adjusting. 
 
 
Brenda Melton, M.Ed., LPC, is a school counselor at Navarro Academy, an alternative school in San Antonio, Texas, and a for-
mer board president of the American School Counselor Association.  
http://www.ascaschoolcounselor.org/article_content.asp?edition=91&section=145&article=1238 
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I n s i d e  S t o r y  H e a d l i n e  
When it comes to bullying, no one would disagree that bullying behavior is unkind. But, did you know that not every unkind behavior 
is bullying? 

In fact, kids, especially young kids, are still learning how emotions work and how people get along with others. They need parents, 
teachers and other adults to show them how to be kinder, how to resolve conflicts, how to be inclusive and how to grow into respon-
sible adults. Immediately labeling them a bully doesn’t help them grow and learn. 

Remember there will be times when kids will do or say something that is hurtful. Although being unkind should never be ignored, be 
careful not to lump all inappropriate behavior into bullying. Instead, try to distinguish between hurtful or unkind behavior and bully-
ing behavior.   Here are some examples of non-bullying behavior. 

Expressing Negative Thoughts and Feelings 

Kids, especially elementary school children, often are very open and honest with their thoughts and feelings. And although it may be 
uncomfortable for another child to hear what another person thinks, it is not always bullying to share thoughts and feelings. 

For example, young children often speak the truth without even thinking about the consequences. They might make a one-time com-
ment about someone’s hair being messy or ask why a person’s teeth stick out. Or, they might make an uncensored observation like 
“Wow, your mom is fat.” 

While these are unkind remarks, they usually come from a place of innocence and should not be labeled immediately as bullying. In-
stead, the kids who make these types of remarks need an adult to tell them what is appropriate and what isn’t. The adult might also 
give them some ideas on how to phrase things in a way that it won’t offend other people. 

It’s also important for children on the receiving end of an unkind remark to learn how to communicate their feelings with the offend-
ing child. For instance, it is healthy to say “I felt hurt when you laughed at my new braces” or “I don’t like it when you call my mom 
fat.” 

Being Left Out 

Remember, it is natural for kids to be close friends with certain people and want to spend time with them. Although children should 
be friendly and kind toward everyone, it’s unrealistic to expect them to be close friends with every child they know. 

It’s also normal that a child won’t be invited to every function or event. There will be times when they are left off the guest list for birth-
day parties, outings and play dates. This is not the same thing as ostracizing behavior. 

When your children are the ones feeling left out, remind them that sometimes they too have to choose not include every one. Being 
left out is not bullying. Only when someone is ostracized or deliberately excluded, does being left out become bullying. 

Experiencing Conflict 

It’s a known fact that kids will bicker and fight. In fact, conflict is a very normal part of growing up. The key is that children learn how 
to solve their problems peacefully and respectfully. 

A fight or a disagreement does not represent bullying – even when unkind things are said. Remember, bullying is about a lack of 
power. A spat or disagreement here and there is not bullying. 

Teasing 

Most kids have been teased by a friend or a sibling in a playful, friendly or mutual way. They both laugh and no one’s feelings get hurt. 
Teasing is not bullying as long as both kids find it funny. But when teasing becomes cruel, unkind and repetitive, it crosses the line into 
bullying. 

Joking and teasing becomes bullying when there is a conscious decision to hurt another person. For instance, making demeaning 
comments, name-calling, spreading rumors and making threats all constitute bullying. 

Continued on next page…. 

V O L U M E  1  I S S U E  2 0  



Not Playing Fair 

All kids, at one point or another, will want to play a game according to their “rules.” To their friends, they may even appear 
“bossy.” Although playing with someone like this can be unpleasant, it is important to remember that kids are still learning how to 
play fair. 

Instead, they need an adult to help them learn how to take turns and how to cooperate with others. If your children have bossy 
friends, teach them how to respond to the bossy behavior. For example, your child could say: “Let’s play your way, the first time. 
Then, let’s try my way.” 

Remember, wanting games to be played a certain way is not bullying. Only when a child begins to consistently threaten other 
kids or physically hurt them when things don’t go his way does it start to become bullying. 

Learning to be kind to other kids is a process. But with guidance kids can get rid of inappropriate and unkind behaviors and learn 
how to interact with others around them without wearing the label of bully. 

P A G E  1 3  L A  D E L F I N A  



 

PTA NEWS! 

L A  D E L F I N A  
P A G E  

Naples Elementary 
PTA  

Presents: 
Motivational/Keynote Speaker 

Jasandra Brown 

“Strategies for Guaranteed 
School Success” 

Saturday 9th February 2013  

Location: Naples Elementary MPR  

Workshop Time:  1:00 – 3:30p.m. 
Childcare and Light Snacks and BeveragesTo 

register, please contact:   

Points of Contact & Direct Duties 
President: Jackie Washington  
General information, school photos, 
yearbook, questions, comments, or con-
cerns 
VP Programs: Heather Harrington 
Upcoming programs: red ribbon week, 
spelling bee, carnival 
VP Fundraising: D’Arcy Glanzmann 
Spirit gear, Reflections, donations 
 
Treasurer: Brittney Parker 
Budget questions. 

Points of Contact & Direct Duties 
Secretary: Alida Laney 
Newsletter, meeting minutes 

Volunteer Coordinator: Mary Teel 

Volunteers 

Membership: Melissa Phillips 

Questions, Comments or Concerns: 

Please contact Jackie Washington at 

Jackie.washington24@yahoo.com 

PTA Office Hours 

629-4661(if personnel is available)  

 

Monday -11:00-1:00  

Tuesday  - 12:00-1:00 

Wednesday– 11:00-1:00  

Thursday– 12:00-1:00 (Unavailable 1st of 
every month– Meeting time) 

Friday– No office hours 



NAPLES ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
 

Link to school’s ESL page:  
http://esl.nes.mdso.eportalnow.net./index.html   

Mr. Chris Beane — Principal 

Ms. Tiffiney Weddle — Assistant Principal 

Naples Elementary School will foster a safe and nurturing environment that provides rigorous learning 
opportunities to empower all students to become independent, creative, problem-solvers who demon-

strate exemplary character in a global society. 

Goal One: SMART Goal 1:  By June 2014, all students at Naples Elementary School will improve in 
reading comprehension as demonstrated through increased proficiency in system-wide and locally 
administered assessments.  

Strategy: Connections to text taught through Guided Reading and Guided Discussions 

 

SMART Goal 2: By June 2014, all students at Naples Elementary School will improve their understand-
ing of math number sense and operational concepts demonstrated by increased proficiency in system-
wide and locally administered assessments.  

Strategy: Connections from the concrete to the abstract using math manipulatives/visual representa-
tions. 

 

Goal Two: All Students by 2014 at NES will improve Math Proficiency as demonstrated by improve-
ment in  

PSC 808 
Box 39 
FPO, AE 
09618-0039 

Phone: 629-4037 
081-811-4037 
Fax: 629-4057 

 

Organization 

NAPLES 
ELEMENTARY 

We’re on the web: 

Http://www. Napl-

es.eu.dodea.edu 


